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In the autumn of 1911 when Italy Invaded Libya. Musso-
lini, as a Socialist, objected to this Imperialist enterprise;
he wanted a free and prosperous country, not a large,
tyrannical Empire. A strike began at Forli organized by
Mussolini, which lasted two days and was only suppressed
by mounted police. He was arrested, tried, and con-
demned to a year's Imprisonment. After five months,
however, he received an amnesty.

Soon afterwards, in the summer of 1912, he was
appointed editor of the Avanti! of Milan, the leading
Socialist paper of Italy. Here, indeed, was success for a
self-made man of twenty-nine. He threw himself with
furious energy into his new task, and soon increased the
circulation of the Avanti! from 30,000 to 90,000 readers.

One day we may know just when his enthusiasm for
revolutionary Socialism began to wane. As a boy, taught
by his idealistic mother and his uncompromising father,
he had rebelled against the inefficiency of the existing
Liberal Governments, and believed that Socialism might
make a clean sweep of shams. But In Milan he was not
so sure* The editor of a newspaper In a great industrial
city sees many of the seamy sides of life; and must
develop, If he is to be successful, a protecting mask of
cynicism, however warm the heart beneath It. Mussolini is
a student as well as a countryman of Macchlavelli, and has
learned the lesson of The Prince. In the early summer of
1914, when a widespread Communist rising known as lied
Week occurred in Italy, he watched the demonstrations
in Ravenna and In Forli, at first with sympathy, but his
eyes hardened when he saw the disorganization, the
drunkenness, the destruction of property which followed
on mob-rule. He realized that the masses needed a leader,
and doubtless then determined that he would be that -
leader. Georges Sorel, the Labour veteran, wrote of Mm:
"Our Mussolini Is not an ordinary Socialist, Believe me,